
Working together at European level: 
shared challenges, shared solutions



Our businesses face constraints from different levels - local, regional, national 
or even European... To defend our interests, we must therefore work at each of 
these levels



EFCO 1978: 
• France
• Netherlands
• United Kingdom
• Switzerland



EFCO&HPA 2024: 23 
countries
•

• Austria
• Belgium
• Croatia
• Denmark
• Estonia
• Finland
• France
• Germany 
• Greece
• Ireland
• Italy
• Latvia
• Lithuania

• Luxembourg
• Norway
• Netherlands
• Portugal
• Serbia
• Spain 
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• Slovenia
• United Kingdom



VAT:
European tax applied 
at the national level

Standard VAT rate



VAT rate for 
Holiday Parks and 

Campsites

VAT:
European tax applied 
at the national level



VAT

Thanks to our lobbying actions, 
we have managed to ensure that 
each European VAT directive 
mentions not only tourist 
accommodation, but also, and 
specifically, pitches for caravans 
and tents, so that they can also 
benefit from the reduced rate. But 
there is still work to be done at the 
national level to ensure that the 
reduced rate is applied



La sécurité



Safety
When the European Commission 
responded to the request for the creation of 
a new regulation for the safety of tourists, 
we argued through the EFCO that tourists 
should have the same protections as 
citizens of each country – because why 
should a tourist have protection different 
from another citizen?



Standards



Standards

It is essential that the voice of our sector is 

heard alongside those of consumers, trade 

unions and environmentalists. It's a question 

of balance, and for that, it's essential that the 

voice of entrepreneurs is at the table.



Overtourism 

Holiday lets replacing housing

Overtourism and holiday lets replacing housing are 
increasingly worrying subjects, especially since the Covid 
pandemic, and in several countries. We must learn from the 
experiences of other countries





Guylhem Féraud
Past-Président de l’EFCO&HPA et 
de la FNHPA

Ros Pritchard
Secretaire Generale de 
l’EFCO&HPA



Climate change and the impact on the 
holiday park and campsite industry

How can the industry be more resilient?

A European experience in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg



Climate change

• The jet stream influences the weather in Europe.
• Stretching over thousands of kilometres and 

capable of modulating the strength of winds and 
thunderstorms, this high-altitude air current is at 
the heart of the disturbances we regularly 
experience.

• Acting as a regulator, it separates cold air masses 
from warm air masses and directly influences the 
formation, trajectory and intensity of 
depressions.



• The jet stream connects the 
temperate zone (where Central 
Europe is located, with France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg and 
western Germany) and the cold 
zone, extending from the 60th 
parallel to the North Pole.

 Visible mainly at high latitudes, the jet stream with extremely powerful 
winds, extends over several thousand kilometers while being relatively 
narrow, with a width of about 100 km and a thickness of 2 to 3 km. It is 
directly influenced by the movements of depressions and atmospheric 
disturbances.



The jet stream is supposed to 
circulate in a more or less linear 
fashion, but for several decades it 
seems to be lost along the way: its 
undulations, previously light, are now 
more and more pronounced. 

These form loops, in which either cold 
air is trapped as the loop descends to 
the south, or warm air as the loop 
ascends to the north. These loops also 
trap dry air, or depressions that bring 
continuous rain.  

The more the jet stream undulates, 
the more extreme the weather 
conditions, and the more difficult 
nature is to adapt.



What are the impacts of extreme weather 
on our businesses?

• Storm damage to trees, RVs, tents, and buildings

• Drought (dry grass)

• Heat (health risks)

• Falling groundwater levels, lowering lake and river levels (canoeing or 
other water sports prohibited)

• Heavy precipitation, continuous rain (loosening of the soil)

• Flooding (evacuations, damage to buildings)

• River hazards (land damage)

• Lack of snow (loss of winter tourism)



Some examples in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg

Heavy rainfall and continuous rainfall during the months 
with high tourist traffic:

July 2016

July 2021

July 2022

Whitsun 2024







How can we make the holiday park and 
campsite industry more resilient?

A cross-border Leader project was initiated in 2019-2022, 
with the Rhineland-Palatinate region (Germany) in order to 
finance:

• Building a network with experts and partners

• A subscription dedicated to weather alerts

• Analysis and advice by a specialized firm on site for five 
campsites

• A specialized conference with experts/consultants



Network of experts
• Interview with the LIST (Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology) 

which is researching the impacts of torrential rains

• Interviews with the regional federation of the Rhineland-Palatinate and 
Saarland region (Germany) 

• Interviews with the ASTA (Administration of Agricultural Technical Services) 
with their own weather service

• Interviews with the Water Management Administration, which is in charge of 
mapping flood zones and flood risk areas with hydraulic modelling: water and 
terrain study, determination of flood flows, taking into account historical 
events

• Interviews and agreements with the two dams for targeted warning when 
water releases



A Whatsapp group on which alert messages are 
transmitted and a website where you can follow 
rainfall alerts.

Weather Forecast Subscription



Analysis and advice by a specialized firm 

Ecocamping, a German firm specialising in the field, 
visited 5 campsites to assess local risks and solutions 
to future flood risks.

The water management administration was so 
impressed by these analyses, that it offered to fund 5 
additional audits in 2024.





Conference & excursion
18 March 2022: Specialist conference with 
5 speakers from the expert network 
followed by a trip to two campsites in 
Germany, both affected by the catastrophic 
floods of July 2021. We were 40 
participants.



Budget of the Leader project

Funding LAG LEADER Éislek Region:   €5,000

Funding LAG LEADER Mëllerdall Region:   €5,000

         
       _______

         
       10.000 €

As this was a preparatory project, the funding was 100% provided by the 
European Union.

We plan to continue with an interregional Leader project with the Dutch 
province of Limburg, which is suffering from the same effects of climate 
change. The focus will be on evacuation plans and flood risk management 
plans. This project will be co-financed by the European Union, the 
member municipalities of the Leader region and by the two national 
associations.



Conclusion of the Leader project

• The project was coordinated by the local office Leader of 
the region "Mëllerdall", which was very useful for all the 
administrative procedures.

• The project bearing the titles "Leader" and "European 
Union" has enabled us to open doors to administrations 
that are normally less open to discussion and has enabled 
us to broaden our contacts with experts.

• The project funded 5 additional evaluations in 2024.

• The project allowed for the exchange of good practice with 
managers in the participating regions.



Linda Gedink
Secrétaire Générale de 
Camprilux,
Past-Présidente de 
l’EFCO&HPA



What are the impacts on holiday 
parks and campsites and what 

solutions? 

Electric cars

Climate change



Electric cars:
 "threat" or "challenge"

• End of 2023

• More than 11,000,000 
electric cars in the EU and 
the UK

• 22% of all new cars

• 1,500,000 new electric cars

• End of 2017

• 738,000 electric cars in 
the EU and the UK

• 0.2% of all new cars

• 232,000 new electric 
cars

The numbers are constantly growing, both on the new and used 
car market



The challenge...

▪ Changes in technology and design

▪ More powerful electric cars to tow a 
caravan

▪ Additional battery power supply in the 
caravan

▪ Light caravans

▪ Provision of charging points

▪ Provision of a sufficient number of charging 
points nationally  

▪ Suitable charging points in tourist 
establishments

▪ Elimination of “range anxiety"

▪ Energy costs / billing fees 

▪ Fair regulation for electric vehicle charging

▪ Simple and efficient payment methods.



For holiday parks and campsites:

•

• Adequate power supply 

• Development of private alternative energy

• Overcoming rural and coastal disadvantages 
with government support

• Community v Tourism 

• Working with manufacturers

The challenge...



Our challenge....
• On our holiday park as an example:

• Limited electricity supply due to the 
presence on the coast

• Is an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Coastline

• We have more than 500 cars on site 
during peak periods.

• We have holiday owners looking to 
charge their cars - plugging into 
private caravans triggers electricity.

• Like many others, all the simple 
measures have already been put in 
place



Our solution

• Over the past ten years, we have installed 
photovoltaic panels on all suitable buildings 

• Photovoltaic panels have also been installed on 
our mobile homes

Significant investment 

• To give us more power in the 
summer

• Offsetting high energy costs
• Moving towards carbon 

neutrality



Recently, we installed 300 ground-
mounted photovoltaic panels on nearby 
farmland

Very difficult planning process – 
considerable opposition from the local 
community
 
All opponents supported Net Zero and 
sustainability, but not in their backyards

Across Europe, we need policies that 
allow for sensible alternative energy 
projects in sensitive areas where many 
campsites are located 

EFCO shares research and best practices 
on how campsites can be more energy 
self-sufficient – Research in Germany

In July, August and September, we generated more 
than 100,000 kWh



• For countries
• For the regions
• For businesses
• For holiday parks and campsites 

....

The electric car is a big challenge:



Martin Cox

Past-Président de l’EFCO&HPA et 
de la fédération britannique, 
BH&HPA



Wild camping:
Forbidden, Permitted, or Restricted?



Portugal

•Population: 10.4 m

• Tourists: 26.5 m

•Overnight stays: 57.1 m

•Annual growth: 14.9%



Wild camping
"Wild camping in Portugal means, in the collective 

unconscious, leaving the classic paths (...) and 
suddenly there it is, the idyllic place, that you have 
always dreamed of, the place that you have seen a 

thousand times on Instagram. A magnificent view of 
the sea (...) and all this for free. But that's simply not 

the truth. This has ecological consequences... »

https://www.siestacampers.com/blog/wild-camping-portugal

https://www.siestacampers.com/blog/wild-camping-portugal


Wild camping

"Explosion of motorhomes... Portugal has suffered an invasion, but it is managing to adapt" according to 
the Portuguese Federation of Motorhome OwnersJornal de Notícias online 22 agosto, 2024



Wild 
camping

A magnificent view... but not so much the next morning…
Photo by marcos borga in EXPRESSO online



Wild camping takes the Costa 
Vicentina by storm

Campgrounds (201)
 Versus

 Service areas for motorhomes
 (499)



Portuguese Legislation - 2008

National Government

Ordinance No. 1320/2008 establishes that motorhome areas 

are subject to simpler requirements than those for campsites

Municipalities 

Municipalities may prohibit wild camping.



"Article 50-A Prohibition on overnight stays and parking of 
motorhomes

1 - … the parking of motorhomes... outside [permitted] places ... 
prohibited.

3 – Every ... offender... will be punished by a fine of €60 to €300, 
except in the case of overnight stays or parking in the protected 
areas ... in which case the fine is €120 to €600.”

Portuguese Legislation - 2020



“Overnight stay and motorhome parking

1 - … RV parking [overnight] ... in the protected areas ... [remain] 
prohibited, except in places expressly authorized for this 
purpose.

2- In the rest of the territory and in the absence of municipal 
regulations... motorhomes... can stay overnight for a maximum of 
48 hours in the same municipality... “

Portuguese Legislation - 2021



Impact on the sector – success or failure? 

A model to follow for other countries?



Beatriz Santos

Past-Présidente de l’EFCO&HPA et 
de la fédération portugaise, 
AHRESP



Questions?



Thank you!   Danke!  Gracias!
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